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MASSING PHOTO EXAMPLE
(photo taken August 16, 2015)

The attached rendering and photo are from approximately the same vantage

point on the west side of Maplewood Avenue, near the Mapleleaf Diner and Wine

store. The photo was taken with a 50mm lens on a digital SLR camera and thus

shows an individual's typical field of view.

The balloons were placed at exactly the four corners of the proposed building

(adjusting for curved corners at the southwest and northwest). The balloon

strings were precisely cut to lengths shown on the elevation drawings provided by

the applicant.

To be accurate, the balloons must be perfectly vertical as they are when the wind

is close to zero. This is corrected for by drawing a vertical line at the ground

point (one of the four building corners) of each string, and then approximating

the vertical height by adjusting the balloon height slightly.

The "massing" was added using the graphics tool "Gimp" by connecting the

adjusted balloon positions with black lines and shading the area underneath.

The rendering and the photo together highlight the challenges of assessing the

building massing in a two-dimensional depiction. The rendering serves to show

the building in context, but necessarily distorts the measurements because of the

wide-angle view. The photograph, while approximating the human eye (by using

50 mm lenses), necessarily removes the context that one would see by looking to

the right or left.

The actual perception of pedestrians will be something in-between--coming closer

to the photograph as one approaches the building, and coming closer to the

rendering as one moves further away.

An alternative approach would be to build a to-scale 3D model to better assess

the scale and massing of the proposed structure, which may be advisable in this

case due to the varied nature of the area surrounding the site.
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RENDERING PROVIDED BY APPLICANT

PHOTO TAKEN WITH 50 mm lenses, 8/16/15
(balloon heights determined from applicants elevation drawings)


