
1869 Ricalton Schoolhouse & 1958 Post Office Building in Maplewood Village 

 

The existing Post Office Building was built in 1958.  The Post Office was built on the site of the first 

schoolhouse in Maplewood, Ricalton School, built in 1869.  James Ricalton, teacher, and the 

schoolhouse are so important to our town’s history that they are memorialized in a painting on the 

walls of our town hall. 

While that 1869 building is gone, the site holds its importance and its story.  The existing Post Office 

building is a part of the history and progression of the village.  The photos of the celebration when that 

long fought for Post Office building opened in 1958 – the parades, speeches, and the presentation by 

the US Postmaster General of a flag that hung over the Capitol are all a window into the inspiring post 

war period of eager anticipation of a promising future. 

The 1956 Post Office plans reveal a number of interesting things including a wall designed structurally 

in the rear to be knocked out for a direct tunnel connection under the railroad tracks to the train 

station.  When the building was constructed, mail was still delivered by train and the siting of the Post 

Office building adjacent to the train station (though across the tracks) was likely deliberate.  It is 

possible that the tunnel was or is there and continues under the train tracks to the station.   Only 

investigation of the concrete patches in the rear basement wall will reveal this. 

Most importantly, indicated in the 1956 plans is a crawl space under the front portion of the building 

that does currently exist.  If built as drawn, there is a surprise in that crawl space. The 1956 demolition 

and site plan called for the 1869 Ricalton Schoolhouse to be demolished, but indicated that the 

basement foundation walls and footings be left intact.  The plans indicate that the walls be cut down 

only as required to accommodate the new construction.   

If built as drawn, there is a time capsule in that crawl space – a Maplewood archeological site.  It may 

or may not be there.  It may or may not have archaeological value.  But it warrants at least an 

investigation and, if existing, exploration and excavation with care.   

The possibility of an archeological site is interesting and curious.  Did architect Alfred Pollitt do this 

merely for efficiency, or perhaps consciously to leave us a heretofore little known ruin?  We will never 

know, but layered below our “Modern Post Office” may be a remnant of our history, a link to our past. 

The Township Committee is moving quickly with the sale of the property for demolition.   If they move 

forward without investigating the potential ruins, they will be selling and erasing, totally deleting the 

last vestiges of the history and provenance of this publically owned site.  The Township Committee has 

refused to address this issue. 

If you agree that the possibility of ruins under the building should be investigated, Please contact the 

Township Committee immediately and request that they address this issue as soon as possible. 
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